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“A Court Transcript”      Text – LD 3      Readings – Genesis 6:1-22; Romans 5:12-21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Tonight, we need to imagine that we are in a courtroom.  In the dock, you are on trial.  And the charges against you carry the maximum penalty, death – as in an eternity of anguish and despair in the fires of hell.  

Yesterday, just before court adjourned for the day, the prosecutor asked two questions.  
He knew, you see, that the standard of innocence that the Judge requires is perfect obedience to the Law of God.  And so, he asked the two questions that we read in Lord’s Day 2 Q/A 5 and 6.  
	Firstly, he said, “What does the Law of God require of you?”  
	And you, knowing your Bible, recited the words of Matthew 22:37-40.  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."  
	And after you had answered, he then asked the clincher, “Have you lived up to all this perfectly?”  
	And you, with the eyes of the watching gallery fixed on you, replied, honestly, “No Sir, I have a natural tendency to hate God and my neighbour.”  


And at that point, a very clear ripple ran through the crowd of onlookers.  Maybe this answer suggests a possible defense.  
After all, how can the Judge require perfect obedience from someone with a natural tendency to hate God and his neighbour?  
Surely the fault can not lie with this you?  
Maybe this is the perfect ‘insanity’ defense, or at least reduced culpability (which means not entirely to blame because of other circumstances) defense.

In fact, over night, media speculation has been rife that in your defense tomorrow you will try to pin the blame on God.  “You made me like this!”  
For is that not our natural inclination, to find someone else to pin the blame on?  
Boys and girls, if you think back on the last week I am sure you can recall a moment where you were caught out in a sin and tried to excuse yourself by saying, “But Mom, Tommy made me do it!”  But sir, “Sally said that if we did this then….”  

Well, a new day has dawned.  The court is now in session, once again.  The Judge is in His chair.  

And just after you take your seat in the dock, the prosecutor, who has anticipated exactly this question opens up with a question that will remove that possible defense in one fell swoop.  
It is the question you find in Q/A 6 of Lord’s Day 3, “Did God create man so wicked and perverse?” 
And boys and girls, “perverse” means ‘An attitude that always seeks to do what is bad and wrong.’  I hope you are not one of these children, but sometimes you meet children, even adults, who we must describe as perverse.  They constantly do wrong.  They are always looking for mischief and trouble.  They never listen to parents or those in authority.  That’s what it means to be perverse.

Well, the logic in the question is clear.  And it is here that we need to pause and see the intention of the writers of the catechism.  
Before we even begin to discuss the origin of sin or to apportion blame for sin or describe the extent of sin’s power, the catechism is quick to remind us of the fact, right up front, that the Bible is clear as to who is not to blame for our condition.  
	In Job 34:12, Elihu is talking to Job.  Elihu says, “Far be it from God to do wickedness, and from the Almighty to commit iniquity.  Surely God will never do wickedly, nor will the Almighty pervert justice.”  

Psalm 145:17 says a similar thing, “The Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious are all His works.” 
And then there is James 1, “Let no one say when He is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone.”  

And so, a simple answer to the prosecutor’s question could be “No.”  The Bible is very clear that God is not to blame, that God cannot be to blame for you being wicked and perverse.  

But, because you are bound to tell the WHOLE truth, after all this is a courtroom, you must go on with your answer.  You know what the Bible reveals about this matter.  
And what a glorious description of man’s original state you provide.  
You summarize the story of creation from Genesis 1-2.  
	You recite the words of Genesis 1:26, which record the creation of Adam and Eve, “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created Him; male and female He created them.”  

And just in case the gallery gets the wrong idea of what it means to be made in the image of God, as though Adam and Eve had a nose like God’s nose, for example, after all, God is a Spirit, as John 4:24 reveals, He does not have a body like us, you then recite Ephesians 4:24.  
	For there we see that being made in the image of God means that in every aspect of Adam and Eve’s heart, mind and will, they were a true reflection of the essence of God.  
	They were righteous.  That means they had a right standing before God as those who kept His law, perfectly.  

They were holy.  That means they possessed a moral purity; a hunger to do that which is good and pleasing in God’s eyes.  
And because Adam and Eve had and were these things, they had knowledge.  
	And this wasn’t merely an intellectual knowledge, as if Adam was born with the contents of a systematic theology book downloaded to his brain.  It was an original uprightness of mind by which he immediately and spontaneously knew God, both through the work of Creation around about Him and the direct fellowship He had with God there in Eden.  It was a knowledge which enabled Adam and Eve to glorify God and to enjoy Him without the distraction of sin.  
	But they also loved God.  
	And what this means is that by their free will they chose, every moment, of every day, to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength, purely and perfectly.  
	And it also meant that they could live with God in the joy of a perfect, intimate, and close relationship.  
	Adam and Eve enjoyed, possibly daily, the privilege of being able to walk and talk with God.  Every day they could rejoice in the abilities of their bodies and minds.  As they worked in the garden and as they contemplated the creation over which they were called to exercise dominion, they did this with the prospect of eternal happiness and a perfect desire to work and to worship for God’s praise and glory.  
	And all of this, even though you have quoted NT passages, is summed up in those beautiful words that summarize God’s creative work at the end of the sixth day: For after God had created Adam and Eve, He “saw all that He had made, and it was very good.”  


It may be useful for us, now, given what we have just considered, to leave the courtroom trial scene for a moment, and just dwell on this for a moment.  
Do you often think about heaven?  
We live in a world filled with much wisdom, beauty, goodness, and pleasure.  Sadly though, much of it is frequently distorted and twisted by the evil of sin.  Just read one newspaper.  
But even the very best aspects of these things are nothing compared to what Adam and Eve used to know in the Garden of Eden.  
But even that will be surpassed by what those whose faith is in Jesus will enjoy in the fullness of the glories that await in heaven.  For there we will be like Jesus and with Jesus, without even the possibility that that fellowship could be broken!  

Returning, then, to the courtroom, a fairly obvious question has arisen in the minds of those in the gallery.  You are on trial.  You have been asked about your nature.  And you have given an answer about Adam and Eve?  What’s up with that?  

And the Prosecutor hasn’t missed this opportunity also.  No sooner have the words left your mouth, than he comes back with a follow up question: You’ve told the court that you have a natural tendency to hate God and your neighbour.  And now you’ve explained for the court that Adam was created righteous and holy.  So, what’s your excuse?  Where does your ‘natural tendency’ to sin come from?

And so, now, you must go on to explain your corrupt condition.  
And so, you start with Genesis 3.  
You explain the story of Eve and the Serpent.  You point out that having received a command from God not to eat of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil, lest they die, Eve listened to the lies of the Serpent, saw that the fruit was desirable for gaining wisdom, took a bite, and gave some to her husband who was there with her, and he, too, ate the fruit.  

So far, the gallery’s thinking, bad move by Adam and Eve.  Still don’t see what that has to do with you though?  Which is why you next move on to Romans.  
Here, you explain, Paul has been building up a careful argument about mankind’s guilt before God.  He wants to show his readers that every human being is without excuse.  And he is doing this in two ways.  
Firstly, he has said in Romans 3 that “There is no one who seeks God … There is no one who does good, not even one … All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  
Every single human being commits sins that make them guilty in God’s eyes.  This you have already acknowledged in your earlier answer.  You too are a sinner.  
But there’s more.  For we don’t learn to do evil, we are born, capable, only of evil.  You cite Psalm 51:5, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”  
You even quote a few words from the Confessions of St. Augustine, a kind of autobiography/theology primer.  
Augustine describes himself as a baby.  “I began to smile; first in sleep, then waking: for so it was told me of myself, and I believed it; for we see the like in other infants, though of myself I remember it not.  Thus, little by little, I became conscious where I was; and to have a wish to express my wishes to those who could content them, and I could not; for the wishes were within me, and they without; nor could they by any sense of theirs enter within my spirit.  So I flung about at random limbs and voice, making the few signs I could, and such as I could, like, though in truth very little like, what I wished.  And when I was not presently obeyed (my wishes being hurtful or unintelligible), then I was indignant with my elders for not submitting to me, with those owing me no service, for not serving me; and avenged myself on them by tears.  Such have I learnt infants to be from observing them; and that I was myself such, they, all unconscious, have shown me better than my nurses who knew it.”  
And to explain why this is so, why we are born inclined toward all evil, you move on to Romans 5.  
And you do this to show that our inability to do that which is good is something that stems from the sin of Adam.  You quote v12, “Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men”; v15, “the many died by the trespass of the one man”; v17-19, “By the trespass of one man, death reigned through that one man … the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men … through the disobedience of one man that many were made sinners.”

But why, the courtroom gallery wonders, do you say that you share in Adam’s guilt?  You were not there?  You did not eat the fruit?  Why do you inherit his sinful nature?  
And to these questions, you must point out what the Bible teaches about Adam as humanity’s federal head, or representative.  
Just as Prime-Minister John Key represents all New Zealanders when he acts in the office of Prime-Minister, if he signs a treaty, he signs on behalf of all of us, so Adam sinned in the office of man-kind’s representative.  
As Adam failed to rebuke the serpent and silence Eve, you failed to rebuke the serpent and silence Eve.  
As Adam took the fruit from Eve, you took the fruit from Eve.  
As Adam took that sinful bite, you took that sinful bite.  
And so, as Adam became only able to hate God and neighbour, you, when you were conceived, were only able to hate God and neighbour.  
As Adam became the possessor a totally wicked and perverse nature, you, when you were conceived, became the possessor of a totally wicked and perverse nature.  

And all of this means that you may be one who struggles with anger.  
You maybe one who is never satisfied with what you have, but always coveting more.  
You maybe one whose eyes are lustful eyes, and whose thoughts are lustful thoughts.  
You maybe one who finds it so hard to get out of bed in the morning and read the Bible.  
You maybe one who finds it so easy to say hateful and wounding words to your husband or wife or parents or children or staff or boss, to their face or behind their backs.  
You maybe one who finds it hard to button the mouth.  
You maybe one who struggles to submit to proper authority.
You maybe one who enjoys gossip.  
You maybe one who holds grudges, from way back in the past.  
You maybe one who tells lies.  
You maybe one who cheats on your tax return or in exams and tests.  
You maybe one who can not learn anything from any one else.  
You maybe one who judges others, wrongly, too easily.  
You maybe one who is proud and arrogant.  
You maybe one who finds it so hard to be gentle and courteous.  
You are one who can only join the psalmist and say to the Lord, “I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.”

And so, the day that started out with so much media promise; a day where the gallery thought that maybe you could excuse yourself from the dock and put God there instead, has turned into a disaster, according to them.  They thought you had a chance to get off.  But now, in their eyes, you are nothing but a poor, wretched, and miserable sinner, by your own, damning, testimony. 

And so, the prosecution rests its case.  
What more needs to be said, your Honour?  I put it to the court, that from the mouth of the defendant himself, you have heard sufficient evidence to deliver a verdict of death - an eternity of anguish and despair in the fires of hell.  


Slowly then, the Defense Attorney gets up, and faces the court.  
He has only two questions.  He cannot deny or refute everything that has been discovered yesterday and today.  There is little point trying to argue against the testimony of the Bible that you have accurately and damningly set before the court.  You are guilty in every sense of the word.  

His questions, then, are these: “Firstly, just as that Bible has revealed the truth about your corrupt nature, does it reveal anything at all about the possibility of your corrupt nature being changed?”

And so, you recount the story of Nicodemus from John  3.  
He came to Jesus at night and heard Jesus say, “"I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  "How can a man be born when he is old?"  Nicodemus asked.  "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!"  Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit … The Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.  Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.”

“So,” says the Defense Attorney, “you are telling me that if you believe in Jesus Christ, your sins will be forgiven, and your corrupt nature, which is incapable of any saving good, will be replaced with a nature that is capable of rejecting sin and embracing that which is good?”  “Yes,” you reply, “That is what the Bible says.”  

Hmmm, my second and last question to you then, before the defense rests its case, is do you believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins?         

Now, for the gallery, this all sounds too easy.  
On the one side is the prosecution case, which reveals a lifetime of sin and evil; a continual breaking of God’s commandments that grows out of a natural tendency to hate God and neighbour.  
On the other side is the defense – a simple profession of faith in the saving work of Jesus Christ; a clinging to the hope that rests in Him and His work on the cross.  

For them, there can be little doubt that a verdict of guilty will be delivered.

However, if you answer with a believing “Yes” the Judge will call the court to order.  Silence will descend.  And He will say, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”   Amen.

